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¥ | '—l SCRI conducted the first annual Capital Region Progress Report from

|_|’ January 6% — January 14th, 2025.

a )
There were a total of 1,096 Capital Region residents interviewed,
including those from Albany County, Rensselaer County, Saratoga

- County, and Schenectady County.
N | J
C N
o Additionally, SCRI conducted online interviews with 3,000 residents
across the nation from January 8t — January 12t, 2025.
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As a place to live, is the Capital Region getting
much better, getting somewhat better, remaining
about the same, getting somewhat worse, or getting
much worse?

Thinking about the Capital Region, overall, would
you rate the quality of life here in the Capital
Region as excellent, good, only fair or poor?
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National Progress Report: Total Better — 36%, Total Same —47%,

National P R t: Total Positive — 77%, Total Negative 23%
ational Progress Report: Total Positive 6, Total Negative 23% Total Worse — 16%
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Affordability — Challenges
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For the following aspect of life, tell me how likely it is
for a typical person in your community:

Rate the following part of life in the Capital Region as excellent,

good, only fair or poor:
The availability of affordable housing

Total Positive
(Excellent + Good)

Total Negative
(Only fair + Poor)

[ Being able to afford quality housing }
v 499
@ °
Total Likely Total Unlikely
(Very + Somewhat likely) (Not very + Not at all likely)
[ Having access to affordable childcare if needed ]
Total Likely Total Unlikely

(Very + Somewhat likely) (Not very + Not at all likely)

Comparing the Capital Region to other places, would you say

that the Capital Region is better or worse:
The overall cost of living

EEIC

Total Better About the
(Much + Somewhat Better) same

Total Worse
(Somewhat + Much Worse)



Affordability — Strengths SIEN
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For the following aspects of life, tell me how likely it is for a typical
person in your community:

The availability of affordable, high- Having an affordable internet
quality fruits and vegetables connection

100% Being employed at a job that
provides them with a living wage
90%
80% Total Positive =
60%

70%
Total Likely Total Unlikely
(Very + Somewhat likely) (Not very + Not at all likely)

60%

s0% 45%

40%

Total Negative =
38% Having access to affordable adult
education, including job training

Total Likely Total Unlikely
27% (Very + Somewhat likely)  (Not very + Not at all likely)
11% 9 /0

30%

05 15%
0%
Excellent Good Only fair Poor Total Likely Total Unlikely

(Very + Somewhat likely) (Not very + Not at all likely)
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Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Low Only fair
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Internet Education Living wage Food Childcare Housing Cost of Living Housing Cost
Quality
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What would you say is the number one best thing about life in the Capital Region?

50%

40%

30%

24%
22%
20%
12%
10% . ¢ -
0%
Quality of life, lifestyle, Location, convenience, Nature and the Entertainment, recreation, Weather

and sense of community and accessibility environment and events



Livability — Strengths
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For the following aspects of life, tell me how likely it is
for a typical person in your community:

Feeling safe and secure in their home

89% ) | 8%

Total Likely
(Very + Somewhat likely)

Total Unlikely
(Not very + Not at all likely)

Obtaining nutritious food at a convenient location

18%

Total Unlikely
(Not very + Not at all likely)

19%

Total Likely
(Very + Somewhat likely)

Rate the following part of life in the Capital Region as
excellent, good, only fair or poor.
The job done by the police to keep residents safe

100%

Total Positive =

90%

80%

Total Negative =

33%

70%

60%

49%

50%
40%

30%

20% 15%
- =
10%

Excellent Good Only fair Poor

24%




Livability — Challenges

Comparing the Capital Region to other places, would you say that the
Capital Region is better or worse
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The quality of the environment

35%

The health and fitness of most
people that live here

Total Better About the Total Worse
(Much + Somewhat Better) same (Somewhat + Much Worse)
The weather

42%

About the
same

Total Worse
(Somewhat + Much Worse)

Total Better
(Much + Somewhat Better)

Total Better

(Much + Somewhat Better)

About the same

53%

Total Worse
(Somewhat + Much Worse)

The quality of public education }
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75%

50%

25%
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Total Positive =

56%

Total Negative =

39%

41%
26%

15% ° 13%

[ ] ]

Excellent Good Onlyfair Poor

How responsive local government is to the
needs of residents
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31%
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26%
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Excellent Good

17%
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Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Good
78
74
70 70 65
64
I I I I I i I2 | |
Safe and Routine  Convenient Local Highway Accessto Gun Violence Available Healthcare Environment
secure Medical Care Nutrition Hospitals Quality Specialized Victim Goods & Quality Quality

Treatment Services
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Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Good
57 57 56 54
43 47 47
Traffic Police Healthcare Public Education Health and Public Weather Government
Performance Availability Quality Fitness Transportation Responsiveness

Quality



Opportunity — Plus and Minuses SIENR
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For the following aspect of life, tell me how likely it is for a How likely do you think it is that a typical young person in your
typical person in your community: community will experience each of the following?
Receiving quality education for their children

Get a job with opportunities for advancement
41%

Total Likely Total Unlikely
(Very + Somewhat likely) (Not very + Not at all likely)
Total Likely A toss-up Total Unlikely
Rate the following part of life in the Capital Region as (Almost certain + Very Likely) (Not very likely + Not at all likely)
excellent, good, only fair or poor:
As place where businesses can be successtul [ Build a successful life in the Capital Region J

100%

75% Total Positive =
)
o 40% - 48% 4 4 0/0
2550 14% Total Negative =
8% 48%
L — ] 0 , _
, Total Likely A toss-up Total Unlikely
Excellent Good Only fair Poor

(Almost certain + Very Likely) (Not very likely + Not at all likely)



Opportunity — Young People

Rate the following part of life in the Capital Region as

excellent, good, only fair or poor.
As a place to raise children
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How likely do you think it is that a typical young person in your

community will experience each of the following?

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

62%

Excellent/Good

Be in a gang

B White ® AA/Black ' Hisp

70% 65% 66%
60%
52%

47%
I 31% I 32%

Excellent/Good
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40%
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Only fair/Poor

Only fair/Poor

T

20%

A toss-up

Total Unlikely
(Not very likely + Not at all likely)

Total Likely
(Almost certain + Very Likely)

[ ]
o

Total Likely A toss-up

(Almost certain + Very Likely)

Total Unlikely
(Not very likely + Not at all likely)
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/In general, do you think minorities including Blacks,
Latinos and Asians have as good a chance as Whites
in the Capital Region to get any kind of job for which

they are qualified, or don’t you think they have as

< good a chance? 4

Do you think minorities who live in your community
experience racial or ethnic discrimination, or not?

® Yes ® As good a chance
®m No ® Not as good a chance
DK/Refused DK/Refused




Opportunity ki
- I B 59

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Low Good
57
53
48
41
Quality of  Graduating  Avoiding Avoiding Successful Raise Suitable Successful  Substance
Child High School Gang Felony Advancement Life Children  Employment Business Abuse

Education Participation ~ Arrest



Cultural Assets — Strengths
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To what degree - a lot, somewhat, not very much or not at all, do you think each of the following improves quality
of life here in the Capital Region?

Performance venues like Proctors, the Egg, SPAC or the
Palace theatre

|

-

Colleges and universities in the Capital Region

)

Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect

(A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all) (A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)

Nearby recreational opportunities Albany International Airport }
Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect

(A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all) (A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)



Cultural Assets — Second Tier
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To what degree - a lot, somewhat, not very much or not at all,
do you think each of the following improves quality of life here
in the Capital Region?

The MVP Arena ]
Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect
(A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)
Saratoga Race Course ]
Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect
(A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)

Rate the following part of life in the Capital Region as

excellent, good, only fair or poor.

The condition of public parks, and other public

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

recreational facilities

Total Positive =

69%

Total Negative =

30%

51%

18% 22%
(o]

8%
]

Excellent Good Only fair Poor
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Cultural Assets — Challenges

To what degree - a lot, somewhat, not very much or not at all,
do you think each of the following improves quality of life here
in the Capital Region?

Comparing the Capital Region to other places, would you say
that the Capital Region is better or worse

The quality of local restaurants [ Local media outlets ]
Total Better About the Total Worse Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect
(Much + Somewhat Better) same (Somewhat + Much Worse) (A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)
[ Having family entertainment attractions }
Total Better About the Total Worse Total Strong Effect Total Weak Effect
(Much + Somewhat Better) same (Somewhat + Much Worse) (A lot + Somewhat) (Not very much + Not at all)
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Excellent Good Only Fair Poor High Good
81 79
73 72
65
62
60 58 56
53
I |
Performance Colleges and Recreational Albany The MVP Arena Saratoga Race Public Rec. Local Restaurant Local Media State Family
Venues Universities  Opportunities  International Course Facilities Quality Quality Outlets Government  Entertainment

Airport Presence Attractions
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Capital Region National
Progress Report 2025 Progress Report 2025
Affordability Low‘%%yfair Affordability Hig?ﬂﬁymr
Livability of Livability 63
Opportunity Lo?Ggood Opportunity ?02
Cultural Assets Higﬁmd

Issued on April 11, 2025 Issued on Month XX, 2025
X Wﬁpvw ﬂ%ﬂﬂ X_ /A L;ml%ﬂ




.
oAl PIONEER

SIENA COLLEGE ,,
RESEARCH INSTITUTE All Together Forward

mvsacmscuss  MOrtin.

\\Il/
PALACE

THEATRE

‘b T A TEEEN # *uA_ E AST E
ALBANY HousiINGg GROCERY

AUTHORITY MARKETS: ciSBuse OZors




